
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
History of Pandemics and Epidemics 

 On several occasions, diseases such 
as cholera, plague, and influenza have created 
havoc in human society, disrupting normal life, 
creating untold sufferings and miseries across the 
world. Countless precious human lives have been 
lost to such dreaded diseases.  The mighty Roman 
Empire, the French, the Spanish, the British and 
the Americans have not been spared from their 
afflictions and impacts.  
 Diseases have been categorized as 
epidemic and pandemic on the basis of their 
intensity and geographical coverage. 
Epidemics: The World Health Organization 
(WHO) defines epidemics as the occurrence in a 
community or region of cases of an illness which 
is visibly in excess of normal expectancy and 
which also specifies specific health-related 
behaviour. As per WHO study, the number of 
cases indicating the presence of an epidemic 
varies according to the agent, size, and type of 
population exposed, previous experience or lack 
of exposure to the disease, and time and place of 
occurrence.  
Pandemic: A pandemic on the other hand has 
been defined by WHO as “an epidemic occurring 
worldwide, or over a very wide area, crossing 
international boundaries and usually affecting a 
large number of people". 
As per the guideline issued by the WHO in this 
respect, “pandemic will be declared when the new 
virus sub-type has been shown to cause several 
outbreaks in at least one country, and to have 
spread to other countries, with consistent disease 
patterns indicating that serious morbidity and 
mortality is likely in at least one segment of the 
population”.  
 Given below are some of the historical 
instances of pandemics and epidemics, as per  
 

 
record:

 
 
 

NEW ADDITIONS IN PARLIAMENT 
LIBRARY:  

Ambedkar’s Preamble by 
Aakash Singh Rathore is 
a constitutional history 
that recounts the deep 
study and deliberations 
made to conceptualize the 
great constitutional 
values of the Preamble. 
The book captures the 
immense vision and 
contribution of Dr. 

Ambedkar to the legal and social framework of 
our republic.  
 

भारतीय जनता पाट� के व�र� नेता 
व सािह�यकार शांता कुमार के 
िविभ�न समाचार प�� म� �कािशत 
लेख� का सं�ह ‘अलिवदा चनुावी 
राजनीित’ ।इस लेख म� लेखक न े
चनुावी राजनीित म� िवदाई के 
एहसास को पाठक� स े साझा 
िकया ह।ै शांता कुमार कहते ह� िक 
उनके िलए चनुावी राजनीित क� 

िवदाई एक उ�सव ह।ै चनुाव क� राजनीित छोड़ते ह�ए उ�ह� िकसी �कार 
क� कोई परेशानी नह� हो रही। उनके सं�ह के पहले लेख ‘अलिवदा 
चनुावी राजनीित’ के शीष�क के आधार पर ही प�ुतक का शीष�क रखा 
गया ह ै

available records: 

Athenian Plague, 430 B.C.: The earliest 
recorded pandemic happened during the 
Peloponnesian War (431-404 BC) between the 
Greek city States of Athens and Sparta. The 
disease affected Athens after spreading 
through Libya, Ethiopia and Egypt. The
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 symptoms include fever, thirst, bloody 
throat and tongue, red skin and lesions. The 
disease claimed two-thirds of the population 
of Athens. 
Antonine Plague,165 A.D.: The Antonine 
plague (named after Emperor Marcus Aurelius 
Antoninus Augustus of the Roman Empire) was 
possibly an early appearance of smallpox. 
The disease was brought to the Roman Empire 
by soldiers who came from the Near East.  
Symptoms included fever, sore throat, and 
diarrhea and, if the patient lived long 
enough, pus-filled sores. This plague 
continued until about 180 A.D. The Antonine 
plague caused the death of over five million. 
Cyprian Plague, 250 A.D.: Named after St. 
Cyprian, the Christian Bishop of Carthage (a 
city in Tunisia), the Cyprian plague entailed 
diarrhea, vomiting, throat ulcers, fever and 
gangrenous hands and feet. City dwellers 
fled to the country to escape infection but 
instead the disease got spread further. The 
disease reached Rome passing through 
Northern Africa. The Plague is estimated to 
have killed 5,000 people a day in Rome alone. 
There were recurring outbreaks over the next 
three centuries.  
Justinian Plague, 541 A.D.: The Justinian 
plague first appeared in Egypt and spread to 
the Byzantine Empire (Eastern Roman 
Empire) during the reign of the Emperor 
Justinian I. Recurrences over the next two 
centuries eventually killed about 50 million 
people, 26 per cent of the world population. 
The plague weakened the Byzantine Empire 
and caused massive economic struggle.  
The Black Death, (Plague) 1350 A.D.: In 
the early 1340s, the bubonic plague disease 
struck China, India, Persia, Syria and Egypt. 
It possibly started in Asia and moved to 
Europe later. Some estimates suggest that it 
wiped out over half of Europe's population. The 
outbreak was responsible for the death of 
one-third of the world's population. 
Cocoliztli Epidemic, 1545 A.D.-1550A.D.: 
European colonizers spread many diseases among 
the local populations. For example, when the 
Spanish arrived in the Caribbean, they 
brought with them diseases such as 
smallpox, measles and bubonic plague. 
These diseases affected the indigenous 
people severely as they had no previous 
exposure. Mexico’s Aztec Empire was 
destroyed by an epidemic in the 16th century  
 

 

SELECT READING: 

Practice and Procedure of Parliament 

Parliament is the 
sanctum sanctorum of 
the temple of our 
democratic edifice. The 
compendium Practice 
and Procedure of 
Parliament, published 
since 1968 and 
originally authored by 
two eminent and 

distinguished parliamentary officials M.N. Kaul 
and S.L. Shakdher, is a veritable window to the 
evolution and growth of Constitution, 
parliamentary practices, procedures, customs, and 
conventions in India ever since the seeds of the 
democratic and parliamentary institutions were 
sown on the Indian soil. Various chapters of the 
book seek to answer many a ticklish question 
relating to parliamentary practice and procedures, 
which Presiding Officers and parliamentary 
officials have to grapple with at some point of 
time or other. 
 
and an estimated 80 percent of the popula-
tion were wiped out in the epidemic what the 
locals called “cocoliztli” meaning pestilence. 
The Great Plague of London, 1665 A.D.: 
The bubonic plague of 1665 in London led to 
the death of 20 per cent of London’s 
population. As human death tolls mounted 
and mass graves appeared, hundreds of 
thousands of cats and dogs were slaughtered 
as the possible cause and the disease spread 
through ports along the Thames.  
Great Plague of Marseille, 1720 A.D.-
1723A.D.: The great Plague of Marseille is 
believed to have started from a quarantined 
ship docked in Marseille, France. The plague 
spread quickly in the city, probably through 
fleas on plague-infected rodents. Over the 
next three years, as many as 100,000 people 
were feared to have died in Marseille and 
surrounding areas. It was estimated that up 
to 30 per cent of the population of Marseille 
may have perished in the epidemic. 
First Cholera Pandemic, 1817 A.D.:The 
cholera pandemics affecting the small 
intestine infection originated in Russia, 
where one million people died. Spreading



 through feces-infected water and food, the 
bacterium was passed along to British 
soldiers who brought it to India where 
millions more died. The reach of the British 
Empire and its navy spread cholera to Spain, 
Africa, Indonesia, China, Japan, Italy, 
Germany and America, where it killed 
150,000 people.  
The Third Plague Pandemic, 1855 A.D.: 
Starting in China and moving to India and 
Hong Kong, the bubonic plague claimed 15 
million victims. India faced the most 
substantial casualties. The pandemic was 
considered active until 1960 when cases 
dropped below a couple of hundreds.  
Russian Flu, 1889 A.D.: The flu pandemic 
was first recorded in Russia. It is believed 
that some of the continent’s most prominent 
leaders—the czar of Russia, the king of 
Belgium, the emperor of Germany—had 
fallen ill with the virus. The Flu spread to 
Europe, Asia and USA and other parts of the 
world killing more than ten lakh people.  
The Spanish Flu, 1918 A.D.: The avian-
borne flu was first observed in Europe, the 
United States and parts of Asia before 
swiftly spreading around the world. It 
resulted in 50 million deaths worldwide. The 
pandemic of 1918 is believed to have infected a 
third of the world's population. There were no 
effective drugs or vaccines to treat this killer 
flu strain.  The influenza killed between 17 and 
18 million Indians, more than all the casualties in 
World War I. India lost six per cent of its 
population to the flu. 
Asian flu, 1957 A.D.: Originated in Hong 
Kong the Flu spread throughout China, the 
United States and England. A second wave 
followed in early 1958, causing an estimated 
total 11 lakh deaths globally, with 116,000 
deaths in the United States alone. A vaccine 
was developed, effectively containing the 
pandemic. For the period between 19 May 1957 
to 8 February 1958, there were 44,51 785 cases of 
influenza with 1098 deaths in the whole of India.  
HIV/AIDS, 1981A.D.: AIDS was first discovered 
in 1981. It destroys a person’s immune system, 
resulting in eventual death by diseases that the 
body would usually fight off. HIV virus infected 
people encounter fever, headache, and enlarged 
lymph nodes upon infection.Treatments have been 
developed to slow the progress of the disease, but 
35 million people worldwide have died of AIDS  

 

RARE COLLECTIONS: 

 

 

 

 

since its discovery, and a cure is yet to be found. 

Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), 
2003A.D.: SARS was first identified in 2003 and 
is believed to have started withbats, spread to cats 
and then to humans in China, followed by 26 
other countries, infecting 8,096 people, with 774 
deaths. SARS is characterized byrespiratory 
problems, dry cough, fever head and body aches  
and is spread through respiratory droplets 
from coughs and sneezes. Quarantine efforts 
proved effective in containing the disease.  
H1N1 Pandemic, 2009A.D.: In 2009, a new 
H1N1 influenza virus emerged, causing the global 
flu pandemic. After early outbreaks in North 
America (California) in April 2009, the new 
influenza virus spread rapidly around the world. 
By the time WHO declared a pandemic in June



 2009, a total of 74 countries and territories were 
under the grip of infections and later many 
countries in the world have confirmed infections 
from the virus.  
 According to ‘The Lancet’, (an 
international weekly general medical journal) the 
estimated deaths globally were 2,01200 
respiratory deaths with an additional 83,300 
cardiovascular deaths associated with 2009 
pandemic influenzaH1N1. Eighty per cent of the 
respiratory and cardiovascular deaths were in 
people younger than 65 years and fifty one percent 
of deaths occurred in Southeast Asia and Africa. 
In India, the influenza H1N1 2009 pandemic had 
affected some States including Kerala, Karnataka, 
Andhra Pradesh, Delhi and Maharashtra having 
maximum number of cases. New cases of 
Influenza H1N1 were reported in 2013 from the 
States of Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat and Madhya 
Pradesh. 
Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS), 
2012A.D.: Middle East Respiratory Syndrome 
(MERS) is an illness caused by a virus (more 
specifically, a corona virus) called Middle East 
Respiratory Syndrome Corona virus (MERS-
CoV). Health officials first reported the disease in 
Saudi Arabia in September 2012. All cases of 
MERS have been recorded to be linked through 
travel to, or residence in countries in and around 
the Arabian Peninsula. According to WHO, there 
had been 2494 confirmed cases of infection, 858 
deaths and affecting 27 countries since September 
2012. 
Ebola Outbreak in West Africa, 2014A.D.-
2016A.D.: The 2014–2016 outbreaks in West 
Africa was the largest Ebola outbreak since the 
virus was first discovered in 1976. It started in 
Guinea and then moved across land borders to 
Sierra Leone and Liberia. It occurred again in 
2018-19 in Democratic Republic of Congo and 
created panic and fear in mankind thereby 
affecting public health response activities 
adversely. 
Nipah Virus, 2018A.D.: Nipah virus was first 
discovered in 1999 following a large outbreak in 
Malaysia and Singapore. Nipah virus outbreaks 
occurred in West Bengal in 2001 and in 
Bangladesh in 2004. In West Bengal, there were 
66 cases and 45 deaths. It again appeared in West 
Bengal in 2007 and claimed five lives. In 2018, an 
outbreak was reported in two districts of Kerala. 
There were 19 cases including 17 deaths. Multi-
disciplinary teams including doctors and experts 
sent by the Centre assisted the state government in 

epidemiological investigation, contact tracing, 
surveillance, technical support for firming up 
treatment protocols, ventilator management, 
infection prevention and control measures and use 
of Personal Protection Equipment (PPE). 
COVID-19, 2019 A.D.: On 11 March 2020, 
the World Health Organization announced 
that the COVID-19 virus was officially a 
pandemic after barreling through 114 
countries in three months and infecting over 
118,000 people. COVID-19 is caused by a 
novel corona virus - a new corona virus 
strain that has not been previously found in 
people. Symptoms include respiratory 
problems, fever and cough, and can lead to 
pneumonia and death. Like SARS, it spreads 
through droplets from sneezes. The first 
reported case in China appeared, in the 
Hubei Province, but went unrecognized.  
More than 216 countries have been affected by 
this pandemic, resulting in 10,429,924 cases and 
508,637 deaths(as of 30 June 2020) 
 

LIBRARY UPDATES: 

J - Gate Software 

The J-gate provides comprehensive database of 
research articles and other such information .Over 
50,613 indexed journals of 11,902 publishers 
providing access to 62,696,803 articles with 
10,000+ added on daily basis exist in J-gate.  
The J-gate provides retrieval of articles without 
any username and password through the website 
of the Parliament Library. 

parliamentlibraryindia.nic.in 
 

E-Resources 
 

Online Searches through J-Gate. 

The J-gate provides retrieval of articles 
with the username and password for access to 
MPs (former and sitting) from outside the 
Parliament House Complex with a dedicated User 
ID and Password through the website of the 
Parliament Library: - 

parliamentlibraryindia.nic.in 
 

E-Resources 
 

Online Searches through J-Gate 
 

USER ID- paliamentlibuser 
 

PASSWORD- paliamentlibuser. 
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The E-R&I Newsletter is for personal use of the Members in the discharge of their Parliamentary duties, and is not for 

publication. This is also uploaded on Members' Portal. This Service is not to be quoted as the source of information. 

For Feedback:               E-mail: kalpana.s@sansad.nic.in, bn.mohapatra@sansad.nic.in and researchlss20@gmail.com 

HISTORICAL FACTS: 

The Constituent Assembly at Work 

 At the First Meeting of the Constituent Assembly held in the Constitution Hall (the present 
Central Hall of Parliament House) on 9 December, 1946 at 11 of the clock in the morning, Dr. 
Sachidananda Sinha was invited to be the temporary Chairperson of the Assembly.  
 
 On 11 December, 1946, the Assembly elected Dr. Rajendra Prasad as its permanent Chairperson. 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad, whose nomination was unopposed, was conducted to the Chair by Acharya 
Kripalani and Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. 
 
 On 24 January, 1947, the Constituent Assembly resolved to elect a Vice-President and the next 

day Dr. H.C.Mookherjee was elected to that Office unopposed (Constituent Assembly Debates, 
Vol. 1, pp.1-7, 8-14 and Vol. 2, p.329 and History of Parliament of India by Dr. Subhash C. 
Kashyap, Vol.1, pp.233-235).  


	Antonine Plague,165 A.D.: The Antonine plague (named after Emperor Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Augustus of the Roman Empir) was possibly an early appearance of smallpox. The disease was brought to the Roman Empire by soldiers who came from the Near East.  Symptoms included fever, sore throat, and diarrhea and, if the patient lived long enough, pus-filled sores. This plague continued until about 180 A.D. The Antonine plague caused the death of over five million.
	Cyprian Plague, 250 A.D.: Named after St. Cyprian, the Christian Bishop of Carthage (a city in Tunisia), the Cyprian plaue entailed diarrhea, vomiting, throat ulcers, fever and gangrenous hands and feet. City dwellers fled to the country to escape infection but instead the disease got spread further. The disease reached Rome passing through Northern Africa. The Plague is estimated to have killed 5,000 people a day in Rome alone. There were recurring outbreaks over the next three centuries. 
	Justinian Plague, 541 A.D.: The Justinian plague first appeared in Egypt and spread to the Byzantine Empire (Eastern Romn Empire) during the reign of the Emperor Justinian I. Recurrences over the next two centuries eventually killed about 50 million people, 26 per cent of the world population. The plague weakened the Byzantine Empire and caused massive economic struggle. 
	Russian Flu, 1889 A.D.: The flu pandemic was first recorded in Russia. It is believed that some of the continent’s most rominent leaders—the czar of Russia, the king of Belgium, the emperor of Germany—had fallen ill with the virus. The Flu spread to Europe, Asia and USA and other parts of the world killing more than ten lakh people. 
	Asian flu, 1957 A.D.: Originated in Hong Kong the Flu spread throughout China, the United States and England. A second wve followed in early 1958, causing an estimated total 11 lakh deaths globally, with 116,000 deaths in the United States alone. A vaccine was developed, effectively containing the pandemic. For the period between 19 May 1957 to 8 February 1958, there were 44,51 785 cases of influenza with 1098 deaths in the whole of India. 
	and is spread through respiratory droplets from coughs and sneezes. Quarantine efforts proved effective in containing th disease. 
	H1N1 Pandemic, 2009A.D.: In 2009, a new H1N1 influenza virus emerged, causing the global flu pandemic. After early outbraks in North America (California) in April 2009, the new influenza virus spread rapidly around the world. By the time WHO declared a pandemic in June�
	2009, a total of 74 countries and territories were under the grip of infections and later many countries in the world hae confirmed infections from the virus. 
	According to ‘The Lancet’, (an international weekly general medical journal) the estimated deaths globally were 2,01200 espiratory deaths with an additional 83,300 cardiovascular deaths associated with 2009 pandemic influenzaH1N1. Eighty per cent of the respiratory and cardiovascular deaths were in people younger than 65 years and fifty one percent of deaths occurred in Southeast Asia and Africa.
	In India, the influenza H1N1 2009 pandemic had affected some States including Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Delhi ad Maharashtra having maximum number of cases. New cases of Influenza H1N1 were reported in 2013 from the States of Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh.
	Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS), 2012A.D.: Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) is an illness caused by a virs (more specifically, a corona virus) called Middle East Respiratory Syndrome Corona virus (MERS-CoV). Health officials first reported the disease in Saudi Arabia in September 2012. All cases of MERS have been recorded to be linked through travel to, or residence in countries in and around the Arabian Peninsula. According to WHO, there had been 2494 confirmed cases of infection, 858 deaths and affecting 27 countries since September 2012.
	Ebola Outbreak in West Africa, 2014A.D.-2016A.D.: The 2014–2016 outbreaks in West Africa was the largest Ebola outbreak ince the virus was first discovered in 1976. It started in Guinea and then moved across land borders to Sierra Leone and Liberia. It occurred again in 2018-19 in Democratic Republic of Congo and created panic and fear in mankind thereby affecting public health response activities adversely.
	Nipah Virus, 2018A.D.: Nipah virus was first discovered in 1999 following a large outbreak in Malaysia and Singapore. Niah virus outbreaks occurred in West Bengal in 2001 and in Bangladesh in 2004. In West Bengal, there were 66 cases and 45 deaths. It again appeared in West Bengal in 2007 and claimed five lives. In 2018, an outbreak was reported in two districts of Kerala. There were 19 cases including 17 deaths. Multi-disciplinary teams including doctors and experts sent by the Centre assisted the state government in epidemiological investigation, contact tracing, surveillance, technical support for firming up treatment protocols, ventilator management, infection prevention and control measures and use of Personal Protection Equipment (PPE).
	COVID-19, 2019 A.D.: On 11 March 2020, the World Health Organization announced that the COVID-19 virus was officially a andemic after barreling through 114 countries in three months and infecting over 118,000 people. COVID-19 is caused by a novel corona virus - a new corona virus strain that has not been previously found in people. Symptoms include respiratory problems, fever and cough, and can lead to pneumonia and death. Like SARS, it spreads through droplets from sneezes. The first reported case in China appeared, in the Hubei Province, but went unrecognized. 
	More than 216 countries have been affected by this pandemic, resulting in 10,429,924 cases and 508,637 deaths(as of 30 Jne 2020)



