
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
AMALGAMATING THE SDGs INTO 
NATIONAL POLICY AND LEGISLATION 
 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
are a universal agreement to end poverty in all its 
dimensions and craft an equal, just and secure world – 
for people, planet and prosperity by 2030. The 17 
SDGs and 169 targets are a part of Transforming our 
world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
which was adopted by 193 Member States at the UN 
General Assembly Summit in September 2015, and 
came into effect on 1 January 2016.  

 
 

The Prime Minister of India in his statement at 
the Sustainable Development Summit in New York on 
25 September 2015 strongly affirmed India’s 
commitment to Agenda 2030 and the SDGs. He drew 
attention to the fact that we live in “an age of 
unprecedented opportunity, but also unspeakable 
deprivation around the world” and pointed out that 
“much of India’s development agenda is mirrored in 
the SDGs”.  

 

India’s developmental policies and legislations 
have been aligned with the SDGs.  Given the federal 
structure of India, States are crucial to India’s progress, 
as they are best placed to put people first and ensure 
that no one is left behind. The Government of India 
has taken key steps to promote localization of SDGs in 
the country by mandating NITI Aayog and Ministry of 
Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) to 
play a coordinating role on planning and statistics 
respectively, with the central ministries and the State 
governments.  

 

 India has amalgamated SDGs into national 
policies and legislations as described below:- 

 SDG 1: No poverty- A multipronged strategy is in 
place to eliminate poverty, which lies at the core of 
India's national development agenda. The Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 
(MGNREGA) is being implemented in India for 
providing employment to rural workers.  
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NEW ADDITIONS IN PARLIAMENT 
LIBRARY:  

 

�यायमूित� राज�� �साद �ारा िलिखत, 
यह प�ुतक कानूनी �णाली पर एक 
मह�वपूण� �काशन है। लेखक क� 
मा�यता है िक जब तक िजला, रा�य 
एवं देश �तर के तीन� �यायालय� को 
�वतं� नह� िकया जाता है, तब तक 
आम जनता �याय पाने से वंिचत रह 
जाती है, �य�िक िजला �तर पर जो 
दडंनीय घोिषत िकया जाता है, वह  

रा�य �तर के उ�च �यायालय म� अपील करता है, जहा ँसारी �ि�या पनुः 
आरभं होती है और �याय म� िवलंब होता है। वहा ँ भी यिद वह दडंनीय 
घोिषत हो जाता है तो अपने बचाव के िलए उ�चतम �यायालय म� चला 
जाता है। िफर वहाँ �याय म� िवलंब होता है। इस िवलंब के कारण अपराध 
के सा�य िमट जाते ह�, और इितहास मा� बच जाता है �याय म� िवलंब के 
कारण होनेवाली �ित के अनेक उदाहरण� को ��तुत कर लेखक ने इस 
िस�ांत को �थािपत िकया है िक िजला �तर के �यायालय को �वतं�ता 
िमले और उसका िनण�य अिंतम हो, िजससे �भािवत �यि� को �व�रत 
�याय िमल सके। �व�रत �याय से अपराध क� �वृि� म� अव�य कमी 
आएगी।  
 

The Act aims to provide one hundred days of 
guaranteed wage employment in every financial year 
to every rural household whose adult member 
volunteers to do unskilled manual work.  
 

The scheme generated over 2.7 billion person-days of 
employment during 2018-19 and 1 billion person-days 
of employment so far during 2019-20. 
 
 

Access to a range of financial services 
including banking, credit, insurance, and pension of 
vulnerable communities are being provided under the 
Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana. Access to safe 
housing is a critical part of essential services, which is 
ensured under the initiative Housing for All by 2022. 
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SDG 2: Zero hunger- The implementation of a 
revamped Public Distribution System under the 
National Food Security Act, 2013 is a paradigm shift 
in the approach towards the issue of food security. This 
Act covers about two-thirds of the population with 75 
per cent of rural and 50 per cent of urban population to 
receive subsidised food grains – rice, wheat, and 
coarse grains at affordable prices (Rs. 3/2/1, 
respectively) per kg. Under the Antyodaya Anna 
Yojana , the poorest from amongst the Below Poverty 
Line families are entitled to 35 kg of food grains per 
month at more subsidised rates.  
 
 

With a nearly six-fold increase in food grain 
production from 50 million tonnes in 1950-51 to more 
than 283.37 million tonnes in 2018-19, India has 
done well to expand food production and build up 
stocks of food grains. Every rural household is 
covered under PDS where monthly income of highest 
earning member is less than INR 5,000. 
 

 
 

 

Other endeavours include the National Nutrition 
Mission (Poshan Abhiyaan)  to make a concerted 
attack on under-nutrition, stunting, and anaemia; 
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana with the 
motto of Har Khet Ko Paani and Per Drop More 
Crop; Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana to provide 
better insurance coverage and agricultural credit at a 
reduced rate of 4 per cent per annum to farmers. 
 

SDG 3: Good health and well-being- The National 
Health Policy, 2017 recommends State governments' 
health budget to be more than 8 per cent of their total 
budget by 2020. Towards universalising immunisation, 
the Mission Indra dhanush aims to immunise by 2020. 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana  for transforming 
1,50,000 sub-centres into Health and Wellness Centres 
by 2020 to provide affordable and quality health care. 
 

 
 

 Swachh Bharat Mission has had a considerable 
impact on checking the spread of communicable 
diseases. Technology is leveraged for improving 
efficiency of the health management system – eVIN 
(electronic vaccine intelligence network) to track and 
improve immunisation coverage, ANMOL to extend 
better maternal and newborn care services, and use of 
Artificial Intelligence to improve diagnostics and 
treatment.  
 

SDG 4: Quality education- The Centrally Sponsored 
Scheme of Samagra Shiksha subsumes Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan, Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan and 
Teacher’s Education. The primary objectives are the 
provision of quality education and enhancing learning 
outcomes of students; and supporting the States in 
implementation of the Right of Children to Free and 
Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009.  
 
 
 
 

 

SELECT READING: 
Practice and Procedure of Parliament 

 

The Constituent 
Assembly (Legislative) 
Rules of Procedure and 
Conduct of Business in 
force immediately 
before the 
commencement of the 
Constitution of India 
were modified and 
adopted by the Speaker 
of Lok Sabha in 
exercise of the powers  

conferred on the Speaker by article 118(2) of the 
Constitution and published under the title “Rules of 
Procedure and  Conduct of Business in the House of 
the People” in the Gazette of India Extraordinary dated 
the 17th April, 1952.   
    Those Rules were amended by the Speaker from 
time to time on the recommendations of the Rules 
Committee of the House until September, 1954. 
  In September, 1954, Rules Committee 
decided that their recommendations should be 
approved by the House before amendments were given 
effect to.  
 During the 16th Lok Sabha, a review of the 
rules was undertaken with a view to reconcile the 
variations between the usual practices being followed 
and the rules in the Rule Book. Certain amendments 
were made as  recommended by the Rules Committee 
and agreed to by the House. The 16th Edition of the 
Publication incorporates all these changes.  
 
 

 

After having gained considerable success in enhancing 
the enrolment rates, the emphasis has moved towards 
improving the quality of education and outcomes. 
70.43 per cent of schools in India have achieved a 
Pupil-Teacher Ratio of less than or equal to 30. The 
2030 national target is to have at least one teacher for 
every 30 students in all schools. 
 

 

The flagship scheme of Pradhan Mantri Kaushal 
Vikas Yojana supports the youth in taking up industry-
relevant skill training to secure better livelihood. 
 

SDG 5: Gender equality- Gender equality and 
objectives of gender justice are embedded in the 
Constitution of India. India's commitment to ensure 
gender rights and equality is reflected in legislations, 
namely, the Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act 1956, 
Dowry Prohibition Act 1961, Medical Termination of 
Pregnancy Act, 1971, Protection of Women from 
Domestic Violence Act 2005, Prohibition of Child 
Marriage Act, 2006, Sexual Harassment of Women at 
Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition                          



3 
 

and Redressal) Act, 2013, and  the Indian Penal Code, 
1860 for provisions to penalise the culprit for the 
heinous offences against women such as acid attack, 
rape, kidnapping, etc, the Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, 2013, the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2018, 
the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) 
Act, 2019, to name a few.  
 

 

Government's schemes such as Beti Bachao Beti 
Padhao and Sukanya Samridhi Yojana schemes 
towards ensuring gender equality; POSHAN Abhiyaan 
(National Nutrition Mission), a sub-scheme under 
Umbrella ICDS to reduce the level of stunting, under-
nutrition, anaemia and low birth weight babies by 
reducing malnutrition/ under-nutrition, anaemia 
among young children, adolescent girls, pregnant 
women, and lactating mothers; Scheme for Adolescent 
Girls for breaking  inter-generational life-cycle of 
nutritional and gender disadvantage by providing a 
supportive environment to  girls in the age group of 11 
to 14 years, for self-development are worth 
mentioning. 
 
 

 
 

SDG 6: Clean water and sanitation- The Government 
is committed to providing safe and adequate drinking 
water to all habitations by 2022.  
 
While the national target is to provide access to an 
improved source of drinking water to all, currently 
95.5 per cent of the households have access to 
improved sources of drinking water. The target is to 
provide piped water connection by 2024 under the Jal 
Jeevan Mission. 

 

    

  

 The National Rural Drinking Water 
Programme has already provided 81.07 per cent rural 
habitations with access to 40 litres of drinking water 
per capita per day  and another 15.58 per cent with 
partial access. The Namami Gange Programme is an 
Integrated Conservation Mission to accomplish the 
twin objectives of effective abatement of pollution as 
well as conservation and rejuvenation of river Ganga. 
The Swachh Bharat Mission covering all rural and 
urban areas has successfully achieved the target of 
making India open-defecation-free by 2nd October 
2019.  
 

SDG 7: Affordable and clean energy- In tune with 
National Energy Policy,  targeted programmes are in 
place for achieving full electrification of all 
habitations. 
India will soon achieve the target of providing 
universal access to electricity to every household in the 
country. At the end of August 2019, nearly 99.99 per 
cent of households are electrified. 
 

 
 

Rare Collection(s) 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

The Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana 
(Saubhagya) aims  at saturating electricity connections 
in the remaining households and the Deendayal 
Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana for improving 
transmission and distribution network and services. To 
shift the dependence from traditional and polluting 
biomass cooking fuels, the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala 
Yojana was launched to improve women's health by 
making clean cooking accessible to them. The 
programme has so far enabled more than 72 million 
households to access LPG for cooking, inching close 
to the target of 80 million by 2020.  
 

SDG 8: Decent work and economic growth-Start-Up 
India is a flagship scheme to nurture innovation and 
start-ups in the country. The Micro Units Development 
and Refinance Agency (MUDRA) provides financial 
support to the small and micro-enterprise sector. Make 
in India initiative focuses on strengthening  country's 
manufacturing sector by attracting investment from 
across the globe. The Goods and Services Tax Act 
came into force as a multi-stage, destination-based tax 
that is levied on every value-addition and has replaced 
a large number of indirect taxes at both the Centre and 
State level. Skill India focuses on short-term 
vocational-education programmes and seeks to create a 
minimum of 400 million skilled people by 2022. 
 

 

India has jumped 79 places in the World Bank's Ease 
of Doing Business ranking of countries, in the past 
five years, moving from 142 in 2014 to 63 in 2019. 

 With a view to create an enabling environment 
for women to participate in the economy, the 
enactment of the Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act, 
2017 enhanced the paid maternity leave from 12 weeks 
to 26 weeks and made provisions for mandatory crèche 
facility in the establishments having 50 or more 
employees. 
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SDG 9: Industry, innovation and infrastructure- India 
is implementing an unprecedented reform agenda to 
trigger manufacturing, spur industrialisation, promote 
investment and foster innovation. Flagship 
programmes like Make in India, Startup India, 
Standup India, and Skill India are playing an essential 
role in augmenting the collective growth impact.  
The Make in India programme aims to build the best 
in manufacturing infrastructure in the country. The 
record-high FDI flows of $62 billion in 2018-19 is 
another result of the government's persistent efforts to 
boost investor confidence. 

SDG 10: Reduced inequalities- Through the various 
interventions such as MGNREGA, access to basic 
services through Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile, and 
pensions for those in need through the National Social 
Assistance Programme, the government has put in 
place robust mechanisms to reduce poverty and 
inequality. To ensure equality of access to education, 
the Right to Education (RTE) Act was enacted which 
made education a fundamental right for every child 
aged 6 to 14 years. The Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas 
Yojana is dedicated to bridge the gap between industry 
demands of skill and the labours’ skill-set thereby 
aiding even the unskilled persons to develop necessary 
skills to improve their employability. 
SDG 11: Sustainable cities and communities-
Urbanization has become a necessary and irreversible 
process, and it is an integral determinant of growth and 
development. The Smart Cities Mission aims at 
building up sustainable and inclusive cities that 
provide core infrastructure, a clean and sustainable 
environment and a decent quality of life to its citizens. 
The Real Estate (Regulation and Development) Act, 
2016  is transformative legislation to ensure regulation 
and promote real estate sector efficiently and 
transparently and to protect the interest of home 
buyers.  
 

To ensure adequate, safe and affordable housing and 
basic services for all and upgrade slums by 2022, the 
Government of India has launched Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana- Housing for all in urban areas. PMAY 
covers 4318 cities, including 472 class 1 cities. 

 

 Under the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and 
Urban Transformation, the aim is to provide basic 
civic amenities (water supply, sewerage, urban 
transport, parks, among others) to all. 
SDG 12: Sustainable consumption and production- 
India is committed to reduce the emissions intensity of 
its GDP by 20-25 per cent from its 2005 levels by 
2020 and by 33-35 per cent by 2030. As a part of its 
commitment, India is moving towards implementing 
the 10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable 
Consumption and Production. The National Mission 
on Sustainable Agriculture, in tandem with other 
missions under the National Action Plan on Climate 

Change, strives to optimize agricultural productivity 
and mitigate climate change impacts.  
 

In the field of sustainable farming, India’s global 
rank in 2019 in terms of landmass under organic 
agriculture moved up to 8th and continued to be first 
in terms of the total number of organic producers. 
The government extensively supports certified 
organic farm production in a value chain model in 
the North-East Region, one of the 18 mega 
biodiversity hotspots in the world. 

 

SDG 13: Climate action- India is an active participant 
in the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) and supports the Paris 
Agreement. The Government of India proclaimed the 
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) to 
achieve by 2030 reduced emissions intensity of GDP 
by 33-35 per cent from 2005 level. India spearheaded 
the International Solar Alliance, the grouping of 
countries lying fully or partially between the Tropic of 
Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn.  
 

A target of 175 GW of renewable energy generation 
capacity by 2022 (100 GW from solar, 60 GW from 
wind, 10 GW from biomass and 5 GW from small 
hydropower) has been set, which has been increased 
to 228 GW. India has committed to achieving 40 per 
cent of its total electricity generation from non-fossil 
fuel sources by 2030 as part of its Nationally 
Determined Contribution (NDC). 

 

SDG 14: Life below water- India is a signatory to the 
International Convention on Prevention of Marine 
Pollution.  
 

Marine Protected Areas (MPA) have been used as 
units for protection of marine and coastal natural 
resources and biodiversity conservation as well as 
the wellbeing of people dependent on them for their 
livelihoods. India has 25 MPAs in the peninsular 
region and 106 in islands, collectively spanning 
about 10,000 square km. 

About 106 coastal and marine sites have been 
prioritized and managed as important coastal and 
marine areas for protection of natural resources, 
biodiversity conservation as well as the wellbeing of 
people. The protection of coral reefs, mangroves, etc.  
have been taken care of under the Wildlife Protection 
Act, 1972, Environmental Protection Act, 1986 and 
Coastal Regulation Zone. The Online Oil Spill 
Advisory System, an online mechanism for predicting 
the movement of oil spills, was launched in 2015. The 
National Marine Fisheries Policy was notified in 2017, 
highlighting the challenges of overfishing and climate 
change, with greater emphasis on monitoring and 
control of coastal fishing. 
 

SDG 15: Life on land- India’s approach to forest 
management has been multi-stakeholder-oriented and 
participatory. With 275 million people living within 
forests, the country has adopted the Joint Forest 
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Management approach. The Scheduled Tribes and 
other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of 
Forest Rights) Act, 2006 recognises the rights to hold 
and live in the forest land under the individual or 
common occupation for habitation or self-cultivation 
for livelihood.  
 

India has set a national goal of bringing 33 per cent 
of the geographical area under forest and tree cover. 
The total forest cover of the country is 7,08,273 sq.km 
which is 21.54 per cent of the geographic area. Tree 
cover accounts for 2.85 per cent of the total 
geographical area bringing close to 24 per cent of 
the geographical area under forest and tree cover. 

 India has a robust system of Acts including the 
Forest Act, 1972; the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980; 
the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972; the Water 
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974; the 
Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981, 
the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 and the 
Biological Diversity Act, 2002. Conservation of rivers, 
lakes and wetlands is taken care of under the Centrally 
Sponsored Schemes of National River Conservation 
Plan and National Plan for Conservation of Aquatic 
Ecosystems.  
SDG 16: Peace, justice and strong institutions- 
Various national initiatives have been taken in terms of 
policies, schemes and programmes in ensuring citizens' 
access to fundamental rights and justice.  
 

Legal identity for all is fundamental to inclusive 
development and governance. Extensive 
coverage (about 1.2 billion assignees as of  June 
2019 constituting 88.8 per cent of the total 
population of people under the Aadhaar 
biometrics-based unique identity system has 
secured their legal identity. 

  

 India has ratified the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child and has enacted legislations such 
as the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 
Children) Act, 2015, the Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences Act, 2012. The Right to Education 
Act of 2009 prohibits corporal punishment and 
psychological harassment in schools. The Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 lays down a 
concrete legal framework and provides higher 
visibility and entitlement to persons with disabilities. 
The Right to Information Act, 2005 has been enacted 
to strengthen accountability and transparency of public 
agencies. Digital India Programme and the PRAGATI 
platform are effective steps towards participatory 
governance. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

SDG 17: Partnerships- Goal 17 is a crucial component 

of the Agenda 2030.  
 

 NITI Aayog strives to realise such partnerships 
through its close collaboration with the State/UT 
governments and creating platforms where the 
States/UTs come together to discuss SDGs. NITI 
Aayog has released a Three-Year Action Agenda 
covering years 2017-2018 to 2019-20 and 
unfurled the strategy going forward- ‘Strategy for 
New India @ 75’. Localization of SDGs is at the 
core of India’s SDG implementation and 
monitoring strategy. Local governments – both 
rural and urban – are better placed to Put people 
first and ensure No one is left behind.  
 

LIBRARY UPDATES: 

The Journal of Parliamentary Information (JPI) is a 
quarterly journal brought out by the Lok Sabha 
Secretariat which provides valuable information about 
important developments in Parliament and also in the 
State Legislators, besides articles by dignitaries and 
such other useful parliamentary information is now 
also available online. All issues of JPI since 2011 are 
available online. 

 The First Issue (Volume 1, No.1) of JPI was 
brought out in April, 1955. The issues from 1955 
onwards are available on Parliament Digital Library.  
 

HISTORICAL FACTS: 
 During its Fourth Session, the Constituent 

Assembly adopted the National Flag of India on 
22 July, 1947.  
 On 15 August, 1947, the National Flag was 

hoisted on the roof of the Constitution Hall. (It 
is the Central Hall in the Parliament where the 
sittings of the Constituent Assembly were held 
and the Constitution of India was adopted).  

Source: C.A.Deb., Vol. IV, pp.761-93) 

 

. 
 

The country is a supporter of South-South 
Cooperation. The India-UN Development Partner-
ship Fund, set up in 2017, is aimed at assisting 
especially the Least Developed Countries, 
Landlocked Developing Countries, and Small Island 
Developing States in their sustainable development 
initiatives. 

Research inputs provided by Legal and Constitutional Affairs Wing and Parliament Library.  
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