
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESENT SCENARIO OF ORGANIC FARMING 
Introduction  
 

Organic Farming is not new in India. It has 
been in practice from ancient times. India 
ushered in an era of Green Revolution in the 
1960s with the shifting towards minerals-based 
farming and the chemical and technological 
advancements made in agriculture. No doubt, 
technology and growing chemical-based 
agriculture process paid rich dividends in terms of 
higher productivity which helped in pulling the 
country out of food insecurity for the growing 
Indian population. However, it brought a negative 
cascading impact on our ecological plateau, 
creating problems like degradation of soil health, 
emergence of new pests/diseases, wiping out of 
eco-friendly micro organisms and percolation of 
toxic chemicals into our food chain threatening 
the very existence of the biosphere of our nation.   

  It was, therefore, felt that to sustain 
agricultural production and productivity and to 
take this crucial Sector into new frontiers without 
damaging the resources and the environment, an 
alternate system of farming is required. In this 
context, organic farming, focussing on optimal, 
balanced, efficient and scientific management of 
land, water, biodiversity and external inputs has 
again emerged as a solution.   

Concept of Organic Farming  

 Organic Farming, broadly refers to the 
farming methods free from toxic pesticides, 
chemicals and synthetic fertilisers. It stringently 
follows cultivation methods that keep the soil 
healthy and avoid adverse impact on environment 
by using organic waste such as crop, animal and 
farm wastes including biological materials.   
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NEW ADDITIONS IN PARLIAMENT 
LIBRARY:  
 

 

India is going through a 
period of domestic and 
international transitions. 
India's policies, therefore, 
have been an exercise in 
successfully coping with 
the challenges inherent in 
this predicament. This 
book,  written by   Shri J. N. 

 

Dixit, former Indian diplomat and former Foreign 
Secretary, is a collection of articles which reflect 
on the dramatic changes in the global power 
equations, economic development and the 
forward march of technology over the period of 
time. Published by the Gyan Publishing House, 
the book contains assessments and analyses as 
the events took shape and the developments 
occurred.  
 

According to the Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research (ICAR), “Organic Agriculture 
is a unique production management system 
which promotes and enhances agro-ecosystem 
health, including biodiversity, biological cycle and 
soil biological activity. This is accomplished by 
using farm agronomic, biological and mechanical 
methods in exclusion of all synthetic off-farm 
inputs”.   
 

Organic Farming System lays great 
emphasis on crop rotation, use of crop residues, 
animal manure and off-farm organic wastes, 
mineral grade rock additives and biological 
system of nutrient mobilisation and plant 
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protection techniques for sustaining the fertility 
of the land under cultivation.   

Need for Organic Farming 

Advancement in agriculture has directed 
to imbalance our ecosystem. Under such 
condition, serious concerns have been expressed 
regarding the use of heavy chemicals, pesticides 
and fertilizers in agriculture in terms of their 
negative impact on the human health and the 
environment. This calls for an alternative farming 
system with minimum impact on environment. 
Organic farming has an edge over chemical 
farming for following reasons: 

 Organic Farming is totally environment 
friendly 

 Organic Farming reduces the carbon 
emission by 40 to 60 percent compared to 
farming with chemical fertilizers and 
pesticides 

 Organic Farming does not pollute the 
environment with chemicals hence it 
preserves the biodiversity of animal, 
plant, insects and micro-organism species 

 Organic Farming ensures sustainable soil 
health and reduces soil erosion 

 Conserves water and enhances moisture 
retention in fields 

 Organic Farming ensures sustainable soil 
health and reduces soil erosion 

 Organic Farming reduces the use of non-
renewable energy 

 Organic Agriculture is better able to 
withstand drought and flood conditions 

  
Organic Farming: Present Scenario in India  
 

  At present, only 1.5 per cent of the 
world's agricultural land consisting of about 71.5 
million hectares (ha) is considered to be organic. 
In India, the total area under organic farming is 
3.42 million hectares which includes cultivable 
area with 1.94 million hectares and wild areas for 
collection of forest produce with 1.49 million 
hectares.  India is the leading organic farm 
producer, with 11,49,371 farmers out of a total 
2.8 million global organic farm producers in 2018. 
There was an increase of 2.02 million hectares in 
organic farmland at the global level in 2018 from 
2017 while in India it has increased by 0.15 
million hectares over the same period.  
 
 

 
 

 

SELECT READING: 
India Divided by Rajendra Prasad 

 

The question of the 
partition of India into 
Muslim and Hindu zones 
assumed importance 
after the All-India Muslim 
League passed a 
resolution in its favour in 
March 1940 in Lahore.  
 

Most of "India Divided" was written in prison and 
it was published in 1946, a year before India was 
divided.  
 The book specifically examines the theory 
that the Hindus and Muslims of India were two 
nations, and concludes that the solution for the 
Hindu–Muslim issue should be sought in the 
formation of a secular state, with cultural 
autonomy for the different groups that make up 
the nation. It traces the origins and growth of the 
Hindu–Muslim conflict, gives the summary of the 
several schemes for the partition of India which 
were put forth, and points out the essential 
ambiguity of the Lahore Resolution.  
 Finally, it deals with the resources of the 
Muslim-majority states and shows how the 
suggested scheme of Partition was impracticable, 
and proposes a new solution to the Hindu–
Muslim question. 
 
 
 
 

  Total production of organic farm produce 
and export during 2018-19 is 25,99,088 MT and 
6,14,090 MT respectively. Madhya Pradesh has 
covered the largest area under organic farming 
with 7,58,811 hectares followed by Rajasthan 
with 3,46,991 hectares.  
 

Sikkim: World's first fully organic State 
 In 2016, Sikkim became the first fully organic state 
in the world, with the aim of preserving the 
environment, its fragile eco-system and rich bio-
diversity and providing a healthier lifestyle to its 
people. The declaration was the culmination of a 
process that started in 2003. Presently, the State 
has 76000 hectares of certified organic land. It has 
won the "Oscar for Best Policies" conferred by the 
Food and Agriculture Organisation for the world's 
best policies promoting agro-ecological and 
sustainable food system. 
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Major Challenges for the Organic Farming 
Sector  
 

Since the organised organic food segment 
is still at a nascent stage in India, many 
challenges, affecting livelihood and income are 
faced by the organic producers. Some of the 
major challenges are as follows:  

 

• Lack of awareness among the government 
policy makers and the practicing farmers is 
the major cause of restricting the growth of 
organic agriculture. The lack of awareness 
among the consumers about organic food 
products also holds back the growth.   

• The transition from conventional to 
organic farming is accompanied by high input 
cost and low yield in the initial years. The 
commercially available bio-manure products 
may not be completely organic and, 
therefore, the products sometimes gets 
disqualified at the certification stage. 

• High certification cost, lengthy procedures 
in the certification process and the 
inadequate supporting infrastructure for it 
are major problems the farmers have to 
contend with.   

• Though the Government is subsidising 
farmers in Participatory Guarantee System 
(PGS-India), which is a self-certification 
process, these farmers are not allowed to 
export their products. 

• There are no subsidies from the 
Government on agriculture inputs for organic 
farming, specially for the bio-fertilisers and 
bio-pesticides making the cost of cultivation 
for organic farming quite high.  

• Due to the relatively low volume of 
organic production, the marketing and 
distribution chain of organic food products is 
relatively inefficient and very costly. It is 
found that before the beginning of the 
cultivation of organic crops, their 
marketability and that too at a premium over 
the conventional produce has to be assured. 
Inability to obtain a premium price, at least 
during the period required to achieve the 
productivity levels of the conventional crop 
will be a setback. 

 

 

Major Schemes for Organic Farming  

To overcome the adverse consequences 
of chemical-based farming, Government of India 
has launched the National Project on Organic 
Farming (NPOF) with an outlay of Rs. 57.05 crores 
as a Pilot project with effect from 1 January 2004 
(Xth Plan) and the same was continued during the 
XIth Plan with an outlay of Rs. 101 crores. 
However, later on in the middle of the XIIth Plan 
period, this scheme was merged with a Central 
Sector Scheme – the 'National Mission on 
Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA) with an outlay of 
Rs. 293 crores for the remaining period of the 
XIIth Plan.   

Rare Collection(s) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Government has been promoting organic 
farming across the country through various 
schemes. Some of the main schemes are as 
follows:  

 Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY)  

The Parampragat Krishi Vikas Yojana 
(PKVY), launched in 2015, is the first 
comprehensive scheme launched by the Central 
Government as a centrally sponsored programme 
(CSP), where the Central and State Governments 
share the funding in varying ratio. It is 100 per 
cent in the Union Territories, 90:10 in the North-
Eastern and Hilly States and 60:40 in the case of 
the other States. The farmer within the cluster is 
given financial assistance upto a maximum of 2 
hectare and the limit of assistance is Rs. 50,000 
per ha during the conversion period of 3 years. In 
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order to implement the PKVY, an amount of 
Rs.1307 Crore has been allocated from 2015-16 
to 2018-19 and Rs.1138 Crore has been released 
for the same period to the States. Till now 29,859 
clusters comprising of 14.93 Lakh farmers have 
adopted organic farming covering an area of 5.97 
lakh hectares.   

  PKVY is implemented in a time frame of 
three years in line with the Participatory 
Guarantee System (PGS-India) prescribed 
conversion period of 36 months from 
conventional farm to organic. Accordingly, PKVY 
promotes organic farming through a cluster 
approach to adopt PGS Certification. It facilitates 
farmers to certify their organic produce, and to 
label and market their products domestically.   

Main Features  of the PKVY  
 

• The cluster chosen for Organic Farming shall 
be 20 ha or 50 acres in extent and in as 
contiguous a form as possible.  

• Total financial assistance available for a 20 ha 
or 50 acre cluster shall be a maximum of Rs. 
10 lakhs for farmer members and Rs. 4.95 
lakh for mobilization and PGS Certification 
with a subsidy ceiling of one hectare per 
farmer  

• Of the total number of farmers in a cluster, a 
minimum of 65 percent farmers should be 
allocated to the small and marginal category.    

• At least 30 per cent of the budget allocations 
need to be earmarked for women 
beneficiaries/ farmers.   

Mission Organic Value Chain Development for 
North Eastern Region (MOVCDNER) 

      Realizing the potential of organic farming in 
the North Eastern Region of the country, Ministry 
of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare has launched 
a Central Sector Scheme entitled "Mission 
Organic Value Chain Development for North 
Eastern Region" for implementation in Arunachal 
Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, 
Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura, during 2015-16 to 
2017-18. The scheme aims at the development of 
certified organic production in a value chain 
mode to link growers with consumers and to 
support the development of entire value chain 

starting from inputs, seeds, certification and 
creation of facilities for collection, aggregation, 
processing, marketing and brand building 
initiatives. The scheme was approved with an 
outlay of Rs. 400 crore for three years for an area 
of 50,000 ha to be covered under the Organic 
Farming in North-Eastern Region. As per annual 
report for 2018-19 of Ministry of Agriculture and 
Farmer Welfare, 2469 Farmer Interest Groups 
(FIGs) covering an area of 45918 hectares and 
48918 farmers have been formed.  

New Initiatives  

Food Safety and Standard Authority of 
India (FSSAI) has operationalised its regulations 
on organic food which will regulate the 
manufacturing, sale, distribution and import of 
organic food. FSSAI has launched an "Indian 
Organic Integrity Data-Base" to help consumers 
verify the authenticity of the organic food. It has 
also introduced a common logo "Jaivik Bharat" for 
organic food.  This would bring more small and 
marginal farmers under the ambit of certified 
organic markets.   

           Jaivik Kheti Portal- It is an unique 
initiative of Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ 
Welfare along with MSTC to promote organic 
farming globally. It is one solution for facilitating 
organic farmers to sell their organic produce. The 
portal provides the whole bouquet of organic 
products ranging from grains, pulses, fruits and 
vegetables. The portal links various stakeholders 
like regional councils, local groups, individual 
farmers, buyers, government agencies and input 
suppliers, for the all-inclusive development and 
promotion of organic farming. 

 NITI Ayog is of the view that organic 
farming attempts to reduce or eliminate external 
agricultural inputs, especially synthetic ones and 
relies on ecosystem management. The intensive 
uses of inorganic fertilizers, pesticides and other 
inputs for maximizing agri-production were 
necessitated to meet the consumption 
requirement of growing population. However, 
indiscriminate use of chemical inputs has become 
serious hazard to human life. Growing concern 
about sustainable production with eco-friendly 
inputs use, has brought organic farming in sharp 
focus which offers an attractive opportunity to  
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small farms, also in view of the premium price 
tag, provided the marketing and quality organic 
input supply are ensured. The Organic Farming 
has been identified a priority area for the North 
Eastern Region where large agricultural produce 
are luckily organic by default. To sustain organic 
farming, higher investment for secondary 
processing and capacity building with input 
support is required. Towards this end, the 
Government has launched two important 
schemes. First, the ‘Parmparagat Krishi Vikas 
Yojana’ which will bring 5 lakh acres under 
organic farming over a three year period. Second, 
a value chain based organic farming scheme 
called “Organic Value Chain Development in 
North East Region” has been launched. NITI Ayog 
believes that these schemes need to 
implemented with greater precision and focus on 
export promotion through branding and GIs. 

Organic agriculture which emphasises on 
the sustainable use of locally available natural 
resources is a holistic food production system. For 
its sustained growth, ensuring quality, it is 
imperative for us to adopt a comprehensive 
approach by taking the support from all 
stakeholders adopting environment-friendly 
technologies, providing for marketing 
infrastructure and effective financial support. An 
environmentally sustainable system of agriculture 
like organic agriculture will be able to help 
maintaining a resource balance, avoiding the over 
exploitation of resources and conserving the soil 
nutritional quality and biodiversity in the country.   

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
   
 
 
 

 

LIBRARY UPDATES: 

Online Press Clipping Service:  

 To keep the Members abreast of 

developments in and around the world, a Press 

Clipping Service is in place. Now the press 

clippings of editorials, articles, and other 

important news-items on different fields are also 

available online. 

  Collected from 18 English and 11 Hindi 

Newspapers published from different parts of the 

country, online news clippings can be accessed 

and retrieved subject-wise, date-wise and also 

newspaper-wise through the Parliament Library 

Homepage. More than 5,46,840 Press Clippings 

since 2017 are now available online. 

 

HISTORICAL FACTS 
 

 On 21 February, 1948, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, the 
Chairman of the Drafting Committee submitted 
the draft of the new Constitution as endorsed 
by the Committee to the President of the 
Constituent Assembly. 
      The draft Constitution contained 315 
Articles and 8 Schedules. 

 The general debate on draft Constitution began 
on 4 November and lasted up to 9 November, 
1948 when the Assembly adopted the Motion 
to take into consideration the draft 
Constitution. 

Source: C.A.Deb., Vol. VII, p. 31 and p. 394) 
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Research inputs provided by Legal and Constitutional Affairs Wing and Parliament Library.  
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